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Criminologists Clifford Shaw and Henry D. McKay developed the theory of social disorganization through various research, and it claims that location matters in regards to predicting criminal activities. An individual’s social, as well as physical environments, play a critical role in the behavioral decisions of that individual. When a community is said to be socially disorganized, the term explains the ecological differences existing in the levels of crime in a particular community based on the cultural and structural benefits that shape the nature of the social order existing. (Cullen, 2017) Social disorganization holds the view that delinquency is not caused on an individual level, but rather it is a response by normal individuals to abnormal conditions.
Crime is most likely to occur in socially disorganized communities because when people are faced with abnormal conditions such as poverty, community-based controls collapse and the people living in such environment turn to crime as a natural reaction to their condition. (Cullen, 2017) Also, an assumption exists that disadvantaged communities tend to develop criminal values that replace the normal societal values that view crime as bad. Moreover, juveniles living in socially disorganized communities obtain criminality from cultural approval within their environments, and this approval stems from cultural degeneration that is brought about by social disorganization.
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